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Ms. Jeanne Quinn                                                            2011/2012                                                    
Voice Mail: 928-5353 (ext. 275)                               Natomas Charter School      
Email: jquinn@natomas.k12.ca.us                  Performing & Fine Arts Academy
Course Description: This course aligns with the state standards to provide ninth grade students with a working and in depth knowledge of World Geography. Due to the fact that this class is only a semester long we will not cover every region. We will spend our time covering the parts of the world not covered in other social studies classes (i.e. we will not be covering North America or Western Europe) Students will learn about World Geography from a physical as well as a cultural perspective. Students will learn the Five Themes of Geography and use that knowledge to analyze how geography affects the culture of a region. 
Areas to be covered:
5 Themes of Geography
Latin America
Africa
[bookmark: _GoBack]South and Southwest Asia
Eastern and Southeastern Asia

Grading: There are 5 major units throughout the semester which will last roughly 3 weeks. During this time students will have a variety of homework assignments, one major assignment (essay, presentation, project, etc.), at least one quiz (which will be announced), and one unit exam (which will include a map portion). A portion of your grade will also go towards participation so do not be afraid to participate in class. Each assignment will be graded individually and given a numerical score. Scores are broken down into letter grades as follows:

A = 100%-90%        B = 89%-80%        C = 79%-70%        D = 69%-60%         F = 59% and bellow

The points throughout each semester will be broken down as follows:

Test/Quizzes = 40%                    Homework/Projects = 45%                    Final Exam = 15%

Teacher Expectations: Students should come to class prepared to work (take notes, participate in discussions, create projects, etc.). Students should have a three ring binder with paper (for taking notes and a section for handouts that will be provided in class) and a pencil or pen (black or blue ink only please). Students should also have colored pencils for maps and projects. Students will be given a text book (which needs to be covered) to leave at home because a class set will be provided. Students need to keep all work, notes and handouts throughout the semester. Students who regularly come to class unprepared will be issued demerits. This class is a mixture of lectures, discussions and projects which means respect for your fellow students and the instructor is a must. Students should raise their hands and wait to be called upon and not talk out in class over the instructor or other students (failure to follow this rule will lead to demerits). Foul language and gestures in any form is strictly prohibited; those who chose to break this rule will be spoken to individually by the instructor. If that does not resolve the behavior then parents/guardians will be contacted. If further disciplinary action is needed students will be referred to the Student Affairs Director. 

Classroom Rules:					Consequences: 
Be respectful to students and teachers			Warning
You should not be eating or chewing gum		Move seat/Take item
You must ask me before you move 			Phone Parents
Electronics must be off					Demerits
Raise your hand and wait to be called on			Referral 

Classroom Procedures: I expect students to be in their seats and working on warm ups when the bell rings; a tardy will earn a student a demerit. Students will be given 4 bathroom passes for the semester, once you are out, you are out! You must ask permission and then give me your ticket before you can go to the bathroom. I do not mind you sharpening your pencil as long as it is not while someone is talking (the beginning of class is best). 

Homework Policies: Students are responsible for keeping track of their homework and are encouraged to keep a homework assignment log. Students should practice good handwriting at all times or type assignments. Paper torn out of a note book that still has fringe on it will not be accepted. All take home essays and long term projects must be typed and follow the guidelines in the Natomas Charter School’s Writer’s Guide (accessible through the Natomas Charter Website). All homework assignments, projects and study guides will have explicit instructions when they are given.
Late work: Whenever homework or projects are assigned they will be given a due date, all assignments must be turned in when they are due. I highly recommend that you always turn your homework in on time; however I do understand that in life things happen and sometimes it becomes necessary to turn work in late. In the event that you have to turn in late work, do so as soon as possible. Work will not be accepted after the unit test. Late work will subsequently be docked 10% for each day it is late up to 50% total. If a student is absent it is their responsibility to ask me for the assignments they missed. If a student is absent the day something is due then they must turn it in when they return. 
Extra Credit: For this class, I will give extra credit for reviews of articles related to this class (i.e. newspaper articles about geographic events, magazine editorials about the subject, or anything related to geography that is approved by me). Students can also get extra credit for reviews on books related to geography (some of which can be borrowed from me). I will also gauge if homework, projects, or essays warrant extra credit. Do not think extra credit can replace homework and adequate test scores. Extra Credit can only be completed by students with less than a 70% in the class.

 Need Help: I will try to be as accommodating as possible for students who need extra help. I will be available for students during lunch on most days unless something comes up. I will also be available every day before school. If those days conflict with a student’s schedule we can discuss it and I will try to make time whenever I can. As a teacher, I am a great resource and I want to help students in any way I can. 

Required Text: The book for this class is World Geography (McDougal Littell, 2007).You will be issued a text book and I expect you to take good care of them until they are returned at the end of the year.


Student Signature:_______________________________     


Parent Signature:_______________________________
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